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Rare Books A Quartermaster's AmusingBook

An Elizabeth "Barrett Browning Find
The Demand for Modern Fiction

Where Booksellers Congregate
SOMK 1'icky coll.vt.ir l.a rec.ntly turned

up what is probably tin' rarot bit of
the vvmk of Kliabcth Itarn'tt ISmnniii.

This is a poem, of fourteen vcrspi, uritten
t Home April I, siil, and tent to Mr.

James II. Stone of on tlie death
of one of hit elnlilren. Mr. Stone hail a few
copies printeil privately for distribution
anions his friends, under the Matrment,
"a few copies vvliieli I have hail thus pre-

pared for a private circulation."
The poem is printed in broadside form, is

in a line state of preservation, and will be
Bold by Scott & O'.Shaiiyhney at their
rooms on Nassau street Mareh 2i.

llrnivning enllii tors should make a note
of this, as the catalog!": ftates that no
Other eopy is known.

KirrioN-- - Sales of fiction are eon-tant- ly

Increasing. A good deal of it is recent fic-

tion in lirst editions.
A Kakk IdiOK SKt.r.i.s's Nt-s-

T In tho
building at L'.) West Forty street
thero are seven dealers, all of whom carry
large stocks; a rather unusual lot to lind in
one building.

Rare Book Shops in Groups.
IlooKs-M.i.r.K.- Hows The gathering of

rare book dealers in certain sections of the
city has occasioned comment. On l'ourth
avenue from Astor place to Thirteenth
street there are more than a dozen flinps;
on l'ifty ninth street bctucen Madisou and
Lexington avenues there pre eight; on
lrith streft there are half a doyen.

A few years ao while a few bookmen
were in one of tile auction rooms waiting
for a sale to begin one dealer remarked that
it would be a good thing for all the dealers
in town to come tog"ther in one of the largo
buildings of the city, with the auction com-

panies occupying space there. He contended
that it would be both economical and con-

venient.

What Dealers Are Doing.
IY.nsox.u, Notes Hill (Jough has in

preparation a catalogue of uniiMial pam-
phlets that he describes as ' ' footnotes to
American history."

Chris ticrhardt is about to issue a cata-
logue that will arome much interest.

.James F. Drake issued .some time ago a
catalogue of nn uncommon sort; it listed
100 books all priced at $100 apiece. He now
wonders if a list of V00 books at $l,-r.0-

earh would Imj as successful; and how far ho
might go if he kept up the progression.

.1. V. Sabin has left '22 Vina street jind
is now at 14 Maiden lane.

IIookmex is tiik Skhvice Among those)
who are now wearing the uniform are I.ieut.
Marston Drake, I sac lore Friedman, Ned
Morris, Herman I'opptT, J. Salop and
Frank Shea. Others who have done their
bit are M. Sloog and Frank Stuart. Tub
Sitk will lie glad to add to the list.

(Jat.vixkiit.s Heitivku 1 F. Madigan's,
offering autograph letters of distinguished
people.

The Clark Library.
Scott 4; O'SiiAt'oiiSF-ss- v, ll'i Nassau

street, March " and "7, Tuesday morning
ami afternoon ami Wednesday morning, li-

brary of William It. Clark of Colorado
Springs, 828 items.

This library contains a number of notice-
able items, among others, a very" old work
on jeWHry and gems, printeil in 161)5; an
extremely rare poem by Klizabeth Barrett
Browning, lhiil; what may be the first plato
etched by George Cruikshank, at the top of
the ballad The Mulberry Tree, done when
the artist was but 13 years of age; some un- -

Book Exchange
AUTOGRAPHS BOUGHT AND SOLD.

I'ATKIfK V. MADIOAN'. Mil FITTII AVK..
N. V. C sptriAtitcs in original autograph letters' of
all famous people. Ml!. MA)I(AN is the foremost
dealer In the autograph huslncss. lie sure and consult
him when hu)fiiir or M!ltnit your autnttraphs. He will
rim you the hlchrst price-- . CATIMICS mailed
fit. PHONI? 04'ei MI'ltllAY 1111.1..

w, It. IIKVJAMIN. Z2.1 FIFTH AVK.. NEW
York. U the le&dlnic dealer In autographs nf

i'i'iummh isa'. in
(Tollectur." $1 a jear. Ho buys and iwlU letters
and document and invites curruipontlence. ra

sent free. Tel. Mail. H. 4580.

YOUNO'S HOOK KXCIIANGK. 13S WKST
13.Mh Street. New York (liy. The Mecca of Utm-tur- e

Pertaining to Colore.! People, flnnks and
1'amnhleU for salu from 17T2 to 1918. Write for
Catalogue.

PRIVATE HAI.K. tWl WF.ST ISIlTII ST., AIT.
!7. Tel. Aiidiilnin 32SII. Stamford VVorloj of Travel.
Kxploration. Memoirs. Karly Knsllsh. Drama A

worth white hoolji. Catalogue on applica-tl-
or mil.

UK.ST TRICKS I'AIIJ FOR OLD LAW HOOKS,
Act. Session Laws of even State, old historical
books. Christian Science books. Send list. Central
Hook Co.. S3 Nassau St.. New York City.

irsF.n iiooks. iivhcains. i.isrs frrr.HICKNK'S. 1,2111 1'ist st. Svi FrvnclKsi.

MY TWO KINGS
By Mrs. Evan Nepean
The 2rw York Herald rays: A remark

ably InterestlnR Imok. not only because
of its subject matter, giv en with One aklll In
the telling, but because or the extraordinary
claim which the author makes that she U
the reincarnation of a certain Charlotte
Stuart, and that nho has merely written her
recollections of his court and times."

tlZO Set. rottace Extra. AU Itoolttores

E. P. DDTT0N ft CO, (81 Fifth Ats. N. Y.

known O. Henry items; the I.ilur I'nitatis
of :iande Lorraine, with plates by J Sirloin;
Xiirembcrg Chronicle in the original edition;
a manuscript volume decorated with water
colors, of Jame.s Whitcomb Riley; On the
Trail of ,s'fi nxit. in the first issue, which
was suppressed; Vnclr Tom'x Ctibin, first
edition; Whittier's Moll Pitch r in original
wrappers, m.cut. and the real tir- -t edition of
Whistler 'h tuntlr Art of Jiiifii EnemUs.

Unwise Practices.
I'kkson's vv iiii uKitiite rare books and who

supply their lists of books desired to a num-
ber of dealers, with tho result that all tho
dealers prosecute the at the name
time, do not seem to understood that any
ono dealer is as likely to f'uid the book
wanted as are a doicu. Xor do they per-
haps understand that if they persist in the
prattiro, of which dealers.are sure to be-

come ogui.ant, they are certain to lm
heartily disliked. Their future wants will
receive scant attention from dealers.

It is always we to those who make
replies to published lists of books wanted
that some acknowledgment of their replies
be sent them. The replies to the advertiser
represent much labor and time expended
even if not immediately, y gather informa-
tion which he is seeking.

Too many TW1STI.H and distorted titles
are called for in published want lists, and
for this there is generally no excuse. If a
book man is not an authority on everything
about books, including titles, what is ho
master off It is a good rule to verify every
title.

Let's Have the News.
Finds If you know of rare items that

havo beeu turned up, that's news. Send
it to Tiik Sl'.v, addressing Hooks and the
Book World.

Tiiaub Xuws Tub Si;: wants cata-
logues and any other matter in which book-

men are interested that we may be of scr-vic- o

to dealers and buyers alike. Address
HtMil.1 and thr. Hook World, The .SlW.

T.N THE Sl'OTLKJHT At a esion of tho
Oimmins sale a photograph was made of
tho salesroom at the moment when the
Douai Biblo was Wing (jfTered. The
audience was asked tf remain seated with
faces turned to tho stage, as in bidding.
Xevertheless well known dealers were at
pains to face the camera. lVdcrity will re-

member them as "among those present."

Replies to Questions.
R. D. Costem.0 The book you ask about

can lie had in the stores of this city for $1.
H. C. 8. The magazine can lj had occa-

sionally for $2 a volume if in good condi-
tion. A set of four volumes sold some time
ago for 1G; but you lark volumes 1! and 4.
The Hurr book can be bought for about $1.

I 'lease tell me the value of tho Annate of
Cornelius Tacitus, London, liHO; Works
of Shakespeare, in six volumes, London,
1709. E. B. M.

The first mentioned book is worth aliout
$2, the set of Shakcs-iear- e $i. The other
book you ask about is of only ordinary value.

I have a book entitled The Universal
Gazetteer, published in London, 1759. Haa
it any value t W. C. L.

The book is of HtUc value, dealers selling
it at about $1.

Love and Fighting
GERRY ROBERTS calls

ELBRIDGE
A Xaval Engagement, "a

marine narrative of love and war," and
tli at is exactly what it is. It is placed in
the time o the American civil war and
details the adventures of Elisha Rcmsen
from the time when, just tinder 21, he
hastened from Scotland to "New York at
the news of the firing on Fort Sumter to
that other time, some years later, when he
and. Mary Elswortb, the sea captain's
daughter, embraced each other with re-

spectful but ardent tenderness in a de-

lightful garden.
The reader who will not he deterred by

some imperfect English, occasional
and unskilfnlness on the part

of the narrator, who is writing his first
story, may get considerable pleasure out
of this simple romance. There is no plot,
but there are some picturesque glimpses
of the war. Such bits as the description
of the (light of the projectile from a fif-

teen inch gun arc vivid and unusual; to
many readers the account will seem in-

credible, but it is accurate enough, we
feel sure.

A NAVAL ENGAGEMENT. Br Elbridoe
Gerry Roberts. Sold through the Ameri-
can News Company. $1.25.

CASH FOR BOOKS
Highest prices paid for

BOOKS. AUTOGRAPHS.
PRINTS or other literary
properties. Cash down; prompt
removal.

fftalkan'S
Vu YorK't Lartett Book Slor-4- 2

Broadway. Phone Broad .woa

fi ii
We had to accustom cur mounts to Tbe Bud

THE animated scene depicted above

rawing from life no doubt,
though not a "still life," made by Pri-

vate Arthur V. Wing for the Confession)

of a Quartermaster, by Captain (and
Quartermaster) E. P. Whcatley. Tho

Romain Rolland and the Theatre
By BARRETT H. CLARK.

order to grasp the full significance of
IN some of Romain Holland's plays it is
necessary to consider his interesting book,
The People's Theatre.

Ever since the early rS0s M. Rolland had
been a stanch admirer and in some ways
a disciple of Tolstoi. The young French-
man, however, expn-ssc- his doubts to the
Russian, and in 1887 Tolstoi wrote aJong
letter which was, according to one of if.
Holland's biographers, a sort of prelim-
inary skitch for ll'iat t's --4rtf And when

that astounding book appeared, with its
iconoclastic attacks on M. Holland's idols,
he was at first prone to disagree, but The
People's Theatre is ample proof that "lit-

erature for the people'' had sunk deep into
the Frenchman's heart. This is Rolland's
thesis: The theatre, in common with most
modern art, is a whited sepulchre, rotten
to the core, affected, aristocratic, anti-

democratic. The evil is not only in the
plays, but in the acting and the physical
arrangement of the playhouse itself. New
plays must be written for the masses,
plays which they can understand, plays
which bring them together as a class anl
in which they can participate.

Faults of the Theatre.
M. Rolland briefly considers the dirt-mat- io

masterpieces of the world from
Sophoeles to the comedies of the liojle-var-d,

and finds them, with rare exceptions,
unsuited to the people. Even Shakes-
peare .uid Schiller are lifeless; they be-

long to past epochs, and express ideas
foreign to the French workingmcn of the
twentieth century. ,

The playhouses, too, are built for a
society divided into classes; ties' must
be altered to suit the workingmen.

Having tested the plays of the past and
found them wanting, M. Rolland set him-

self the task cf supplying plays for Lis
projected people's theatre. He went to
the French Revolution and wrote plays

vvhich would appeal to the masses. But
these plays must also be acted by the peo-

ple, and M. Rolland proceeded to make
the people a character, a great composit?
crowd, participating as Tilt People.

Plays of "the People."
In July 14, The People ar iic pro-

tagonist, and the taking of the Bastile af-

forded, him ample opportunity for utiliz-

ing them. In Dantan they are rather im-

plied until the last act, while in The
Wolves and The Triumph of Reason
they hover in the background and de-

termine the course of events : they are al-

ways near tit hand, although they do not
appear on the stage.

1'. Rolland must of course be a scp-firm- cd

enemy to our star system, and there
is, even in the hero play of Danton, a
fairly even distribution of parts.

CASH-BOO- KS
Pighnl firltn and cash doan paid for larat

and tniall rollrclioni of BOOKS and other
UTKKARY morEliTY. We pact and
remote bonks promptly. Especially tcanuJ,
llOt Edition llritannUa. large paper.

THOMS & ERON, ie.
SaTlTln St., N. T. Pbii ttasStt Jahn

book is published in London by Thomas
Murby & Co. When we opened it and
saw the illustrations we reared with de-

light almost as high as the horses Pri-

vate Wing pictures. Capt. Wheatley.
says his book was written to amuse a
nurse on night duty. It ought to.

The effect is at first somewhat discon-
certing, and the plays seem a trillt discur-
sive and rambling. There is no conven-
tional plot, and the love interest, as de-

veloped in such a play as Fatherland
(Patrie), is conspicuously absent. In its
stead there is greater breadth of touch, a
solider framework, a broader canvas; and
the artist, we instinctively feel, is better
able to depict a great movement like the
Revolution than if he were confined to
ravelling and unravelling a plot.

Possibly II. Rolland's ignorance of or
disdain for the trieks of the dramatist's
trade has lessened the purely dramatic
ttnsion of occasional scenes, but, on the
other hand, he has drawn characters which
Sardou eould scarcely have coneeived.

Failures on the Stage.
No attempt at dramatic reform, no

theory, no ideal whatever its eventual
worth ought to obscure the fact that all
of JT. Rolland's plays arc unsuccessful
from the viewpoint of production. Good
reading they undoubtedly make; literature
they assuredly are, but they have not
pleased audiences for consecutive days,
weeks and months.

Ths does not of necessity damn them,
but it should cause cs to ask whether or
not they belong to that class of hybrids,
the closet drama. M. Rolland's first mis-tak- e

was in writing plays for a Hypothet-
ical and practically non-existe- public.

France is in many ways an aristoeratie
country with an aristocratic art; it is
but natural, therefore, that all reform
sJuuId be slower than in younger cour-tric- s,

and SI. Rolland in his impatience
attempted tho impossible. In trying to
avoid hat was conventional in the French
drama, he restricted himself to a more or
less formless medium, and the people who
saw his plays missed what they were ac-
customed to see: a well defined story.

Whet success would have attended his
innovations in another country It is hard
to say; what success will attra-- l him if he
perseveres, seems easier to predict. The
last five years have witnessed :. profound
change in French thought and ait, and
prl:ps Romain Rolland will one more
find his faith justified in a new France
where the people shidl hav a theatre of
their own. Meantime his ideas have
spread to other lands and th.re liorne the
fruits he had hoped would Jlo;.i:M. in his
own beloved France.

Note Mr. Clark's article is part of the
preface to a book containing Rolland's
plays, The Fourteenth of July and Zifof.
which ho has translated and which Henry
Holt Si Company are publishing.

MAN'S SUPREME
INHERITANCE

By F. Matthias Alexander
Introduced by Prof. John Dewey

A truly remarkable book, writ-
ten by a man with a vision and
understanding of the world's present
needs.
t!.M yet. rostag Extra. AU Vvokiiorn.

E. t DDTTON CO, (81 Fifth At. N. Y.


